Epiglottic reconstruction and subtotal laryngectomy.
Vertical hemilaryngectomy has been expanded aggressively in recent years so that, in some cases, the term subtotal laryngectomy would be more appropriate. Reconstruction after these extended resections is a problem. Intraluminal stenting has not been successful in cases where resection has been aggressive. The resulting lumen is inadequate. As a means of overcoming this problem, the epiglottic reconstruction procedure has been promoted. This paper presents experiences with 12 patients who underwent epiglottic reconstruction after subtotal laryngectomy. Indications, anatomic details, and overall results using this reconstructive technique are outlined. It is the conclusion of the author that epiglottic reconstruction is an effective procedure for preservation of function after subtotal laryngectomy.